
 

 

 
 
Japanese theatre has recently witnessed an abundance of exciting younger and mid-career 
playwrights who, often working also as the director of their productions, produce vivid creations of their 
own worlds, representing their lives, surroundings and experiences through a variety of styles and in 
many cases, free from existing codes. Following on from the success of past series the Japan 
Foundation has invited Hideto Iwai, one of the most astounding and timeliest playwrights of his 
generation, to the UK to have his work presented. Through a special talk (Wednesday 5 December) 
as well as a play reading of his representative work The Hand (Thursday 6 December) for the first 
time outside Japan, the two events will showcase Iwai’s idiosyncratic writing style and his career, 
providing a captivating insight into the dynamism of a current trend in Japanese theatre. 
 
 

 

Hideto Iwai in Conversation 

Date: 5 December 2012, from 6.30pm 
Venue: The Japan Foundation, London 

 
Hideto Iwai is an award-winning playwright and leading figure in the recent performing art scene, 
whose compelling and socially-aware plays has won acclaim and a popular following in Japan 
amongst diverse audiences. Originally starting from writing about his own introverted lifestyle as a 
hikikomori (voluntary shut-in) between the ages of 15 to 20, Iwai’s works often concern issues 
including self-withdrawal, family-conflict and the individual identity, drawing on the farcical confusion 
and poignancy of dramas from the everyday. Residing in his own company hi-bye and both writing 
and directing his own productions, he challenges contemporary life by constructing his own theatrical 
world. 
 
Showcasing past examples in this illustrative talk, Iwai will demonstrate how he tries to approach 
certain issues directly impacted upon him or other people through his work, explaining what he 
believes theatre should be for. Of the generations of playwrights born in the 1970s who have 
contributed to the flourish of diverse contemporary Japanese theatre, Iwai, together with Christopher 
Campbell, Literary Manager of the Royal Court Theatre, will discuss the dynamism of new writing in 
Japan and suggest what the younger generation of playwrights can offer in the future. Prior to the play 
reading of Iwai’s representative work The Hand the following evening, this talk event is a very special 
opportunity to hear from one of the most exciting playwrights Japan has produced in years. 
 

 See overleaf for more information 

 
 

 



 

 

 
 

 

The Hand 
(Te) 

Date: 6 December 2012, from 6.30pm 
Venue: The Japan Foundation, London 

Written by Hideto Iwai (Translated by Katsunori Obata) 
 
Directed by Richard Twyman 

Followed by a brief Q&A with Hideto Iwai 

The Yamada family, now grown up and 

independent, have for years suffered irrational 

violence from the father. Upon the eldest 

daughter’s suggestion of a family get-together while 

their aging grandmother is still alive, they all soon 

find out that the underlining issues still remain. The 

grandmother passes away during their bickering, 

and shifting the blame on each other, the family 

remains fractured and unrepentant even at the 

funeral... 

 

Portraying the unfolding events through the differing perspectives of two family members,  
Hideto Iwai’s semi-autobiographical account of a dysfunctional family is an exploration of the dark 

and weaker aspects of human nature, fused with cynical and absurdist humour. 

 
 

 

Hideto Iwai (Playwright, Director, Actor) 
Born in 1974 and graduating from the Toho Gakuen College of Drama and 
Music, Iwai formed the theatrical company hi-bye in 2003, and in 2007 joined 
the producing department of Seinen-Dan in 2007, in which Oriza Hirata resides. 
Since hi-bye’s inaugural production, Hikky Cancun Tornado (2003), an 
autobiographical work about a stay-at-home youth who longs to be a pro-
wrestler, Iwai has written, directed and acted in all productions including Onegai 
Hokago (2007), The Hand (Te, 2008), Nagerareyasui Ishi (2011) and most 
recently A Certain Woman (Aru onna, 2012). Iwai has also worked in a number 
of television dramas, and has received the coveted Mukoda Kuniko Prize in 
2012 for his work. 

 
 

Venue for both events: 

The Japan Foundation, London 
10-12 Russell Square, London WC1B 5EH 

 

Booking: 

These events can be booked separately and are free to attend. Booking is essential. To 
reserve a place, please email your name and the event(s) i.e. ´talk´ and/or ´reading´ you 

would like to attend to event@jpf.org.uk. 
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Directed by Richard Twyman 

Followed by a brief Q&A with Hideto Iwai 
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